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A third option for public consultation?

Earlier this November a small group of peopte paid a fact finding visit to the
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust. The group went to
Northumbria to find out more about the Nofthumbria Specialist Emergency
Care Hospital at Cramlington and the potential for a similar facility here in
Shropshire,

The group members were Mark Pritchard (Member of Parliament for the
Wrekin), David Sandbach (former CEO of Telford's Princess Royal Hospital)
and Telford & Wrekin Councillors; Andrew Eade and Nigel Dugmore.

As a result of our fact finding visit we wish to call on the Shropshire CCG and
the Telford & Wrekin CCG to include a third option in the forthcoming NHS

consultation on hospital services in Shropshire.

Attached to this letter is our report detailing what we found during our visit.

We hope this report will explain why we feel so strongly about the adequacy
of the draft consultation document. Hopefully our report will act as a clarion
call to everyone with an interest in our local hospital services.

It is very clear to us that Northumbria's state of the art Speciolist Emergency
Core Centre, supported by general and community hospitals is a sensible way
forward and one which would serve the communities of Shropshire and Mid
Wales much better than the Future Fit model currently before us.

W€, like many citizens of Shropshire are distressed when we witness
unnecessary civic disharmony. Communities are becoming divided and pitted
against each other. Working relationships and would be partnerships have
become fractured and badly damaged.

Acrimonious exchanges are not the way to deal with such an important issue

as our health care.

We should take a leaf out of Northumbria's book which received support from
local politicians, councils, and existing hospitals before launching what was an

extremely successful public consultation with their respective communities.



During the visit to Northumbria we really did glimpsed the future, a 21't
century solution to integrated health care. What they are doing in
Northumbria was a pure revelation and textbook example of hoW things can

be done for the benefit of all.

Having seen what we have seen in Northumbria we are astounded that here in
Shropshire all we are being offered by the NHS is a backward looking 20tn

Century vision of how services can be cobbled together.

We feel very frustrated as to why our communities in and around Shropshire
are being offered health services which are clearly second best, particularly
when comparing our demographics with Northumbria. Both populations live in
large geographical areas with similar sized populations.

Yet locally we are being asked to engage in what could be a meaningless

consultation, which we are tersely told "is not a referendum."

The draft consultation document will not give the very best of health services
and outcomes irrespective of where one lives in the Shropshire / Mid Wales
catchment area.

As tax payers we really should be given a meaningful choice bearing mind the
plans before us will last for at least 20 plus years or more.

We as a united community should both expect and demand the very best from
our own civic leaders and, rather than fighting each other, we should take a
leaf out of Northumbria's leadership book by providing a shared vision for the
future rather than passively accepting an out dated model of hospital care.

lf you feel that a third option is needed please say so; time is running out and

there is a lot at stake for each and every citizen concerned.

Cllr Andrew Eade for and on behalf of:

Mark Pritchard MP. Cllr Nigel Dugmore David Sandbach.

Signed


